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Ramanuja says that he only followed the doctrine
expounded by them.

This Siddhanta accepts three principles : 1.
Sentient beings (individual souls).   2. Non- sentient
things (matter). 3. God. All these are real. Matter and
souls form God's body. God is the Soul of souls and
of the universe.These three realities differ from one
another, but souls and universe are dependent on God.

Surrounding the seed in the mango fruit are
the fleshy part and skin which are attributes of the
seed, if the seed is considered as the substantive part.
Yet, we call the whole thing as mango. Similarly, God
has the universe and  souls as His body or attri-
butes (Viseshanas). Whatever exists is within God.
This doctrine accepts no second independent principle
apartfrom God. So this Siddhanta is called Visish-
tadvaita or qualified monism.

Ramanuja says (Jada) matter includes
nature (Prakriti) and time. Non - matter (Ajada)
includes attributive consciousness (Dharmabhutha
Jnana), God, souls and Suddha   Satva. Ni-
tyavibhuti, the abode of God, is Suddhasatva.
Time is the cause of change. It has parts like years,
months, days and hours.

When the souls attain salvation by exhausting
Karmas in this world, they go through Devayana
(Lighted Path) to God and enjoy His presence. The re-
leased soul (Mukta) gets all attributes and powers of
God except the powers of creation, sustenance and
dissolution* (Brahmasutras IV " 4 - 17)

In Katopanishad it is said (5 -13)
"Nityo Nityaanaam Chetana Chetanaanaam

Eko Bahunaam Yo Vidaati Kaamaan"

Iswara (God) and Jiva (Souls) are intelligent
beings. But Iswara is single and souls are infinite.
Iswara fulfils the desires of His devotees.